Thinking about a starting a new project?
Before you start clearing ground, develop a stormwater plan.
All stormwater plans in Wenatchee, East Wenatchee, Chelan and Douglas County are required to comply
with the following state design standards as well as any additional local requirements. Please note that
stormwater design standards and underground injection control rules are changing. The table below
notes important timelines for submitting new projects and the applicable rules.
Complete Stormwater Submittal Date

1

Underground Injection Control
(UIC)

Before August 1, 2019

Stormwater Management
Manual for Eastern WA
(SWMMEW)
2004 or 2019

August 1, 2019 and later

2019

2019 UIC BMPs 1

2006 UIC Guidance

2019 UIC BMPs can be found in the 2019 SWMMEW.

Frequently Asked Questions
1. What is a complete stormwater submittal?
In general the following documents/reports should be included in a complete stormwater
submittal:
a. Existing Conditions Evaluation
b. Geotechnical Site Characterization Report
c. Post-Construction Stormwater Plan (permanent stormwater BMPs)
d. Operation & Maintenance Plan & Agreement
e. Post-Development Downstream Analysis
f. Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (temporary construction BMPs)
For more information on submittal requirements, contact the appropiate jurisdiction that work
will occur in.
2. What are Best Management Practices or BMPs?
Best Management Practices can be procedures or structures that prevent stormwater pollution.
BMPs used during construction are typically temporary. Here are some examples of temporary
construction BMPs:
• Preserve natural vegetation
• Install a construction entrance
• Clean up spills promptly
• Store materials on the project site
For more information on temporary and permanent best management practices, see Chapter 7
of the SWMMEW.

3. What if dirt is tracked off of my project site?
Dirt, concrete washout, and building materials when left in the road are considered to be illicit
discharges under the stormwater regulations. Keep everything on-site by implementing best
management practices.
4. What happens if a best management practice doesn’t work?
First, check to see if the best management practice is being used or maintained properly. Next,
consider if a different BMP would work better. Then, take action. What works for one site, may
not be appropriate for all sites. This is why it is important to have a plan of what BMPs you are
going to use, and then be prepared to make adjustments if the BMPs don’t work.
5. I submitted a complete stormwater plan that has been approved by the County or City, but now
my project has been delayed. Is my stormwater plan vested?
Under the Washington State Supreme Court ruling from 2016 (Snohomish County et al v.
Pollution Control Hearings Board), the court concluded that local stormwater regulations are a
result of federal and state mandate and therefore the vested rights doctrine does not apply as it
would for development regulations. Vesting for stormwater plans is set forth by Ecology under
the current Eastern Washington Municipal Stormwater Permit. While the rules are subject to
change, the standard vesting for stormwater plans has been 5 years from the date of approval.
Changes to the project after approval may require portions of the project to meet the current
stormwater standards.
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