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End of an Era—the 4
War on Cheatgrass

Ravenna grass Saccharum ravennae is now
a Class B noxious weed.

At the November Washington State Noxious
Weed Board hearing in Wenatchee members
voted to reclassify the plant. Land owners
must prevent seed production of all Class B
weeds.

Ravenna grass is a tall, tufted perennial
grass with flowering stems up to13 feet (4
meters) tall. Feather-like plumes or inflores-
cences 10 to 24 inches long by 4 to 6 inches
wide and often purplish-bronze turning to
silver-gray in the fall. Flowering occurs Sep-
tember through October.

Preventing Ravenna grass from producing
seed requires cutting and removing the pur-
plish spikelets or fruit in the late summer.
The tiny seeds can be dispersed long dis-
tances by wind and by water. When cut
plants are being transported for disposal,
they must be completely covered or bagged.

The change in classification represents
some flexibility for now. As long as property
owners prevent seed production they can
continue to enjoy this ornamental grass in
the landscape. Local Noxious Weed Control
boards will continue to eradicate the plants
when found along road right of ways, ditch
banks and public easements. Should this
strategy prove ineffective the State Noxious
Weed Board may reverse the decision and
reassign Ravenna grass to its original Class
A status, requiring eradication.

Chelan-Douglas Land Trust Leads the Fight Locally Against Cheatgrass

Chelan-Douglas Land
"2 Trust has been spraying
[ herbicides on cheatgrass

7
{4
4 /f /* (Bromus tectorum) on the

Horse Lake Reserve for
the last 5 years. Now, they

aerial arsenal, and it was
right under their feet, so to speak.

Ann Kennedy, a USDA-Agricultural Research
Service soil microbiologist at Washington State
University, has isolated native bacteria as a
perfectly natural way to fight cheatgrass, also

known as downy brome. The soil inoculant des-

ignated D7 and the proprietary product MB 906
used by the Land Trust contains the bacteria
Pseudomonas fluorescens and is effective in
controlling cheatgrass by stunting its extensive
root system. More on pg. 4

have a new weapon in their

Aerial spraying of the soil inoculant on
about 130 acres around Horse Lake Ranch


http://www.ars.usda.gov/PandP/docs.htm?docid=17292�
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“One year’s seeding; seven years
weeding.”

Anonymous

Going My Way? Invasive Hitch Hikers

Vehicles are most effective at picking up and transporting in-
vasive species. Yes, noxious weed seeds. And these invasive
species are amazingly good hitchhikers.

Researchers in Montana have found that an SUV or truck driv-
ing on non-paved roads would, on average, pick up 176 seeds
per 50-mile trip. ATV’s can pick up as many as 200,000 seeds
over 45 off-road miles (200 seeds per mile)! Of course, most
of the seeds were not noxious weeds, but hundreds of them
were. And that is a problem. Clean your vehicle, boat, ATV,

and boots ASAP after leaving natural areas.

But, it isn’t just vehicles. The National Christmas Tree Associ-
ation reports 92 percent of all Pacific Northwest Christmas
trees are exported out of the region to buyers around the
world. Last year 5.2 million trees were harvested in Oregon
and 1.5 million in Washington. Much of the focus on Christmas
tree exports from the US is on invasive insects. Inspectors
across the region take great effort to inspect trees before they

Out of Sight - Out of Mind

Just because you don’t see
any weeds doesn’t mean they
aren’t there. If weeds have
been present in recent years
and allowed to produce seed
even once, the chances are
high that weeds are present in
the form of live seed.

If noxious weeds are allowed
to produces seed, a long term
management and control prob-
lem exists.

This is particularly true for
those species whose seed can
survive for five years or longer.
For example, one Purple
loosestrife plant can produce
up to 2,700,000 seeds and

remain viable in the soil for up
to 15 years. Scotch thistle
produces from 7,000 to 40,000
seeds that can remain viable
16 years.

The seed bank including its
probable longevity reflects
past and future weed prob-
lems, even if no weeds germi-
nated and grew during the
current year.

The seedbank is like a bank
account. The balance (live
seeds) grows with the current
year’s seed production and
from wind, overland water
flow, animals, vehicles or other
mechanisms. Withdrawals are

Invasive Species may be joining you on vacation.

are baled and made ready for
shipping. Noxious weed seeds
can also be present. And, there
is a role to play for so many of us
whose tradition it is to set out in
search of a hand-cut Christmas
tree. This year give your Christ-
mas tree a good shake before
loading it up for the trip home. And
you won'’t be surprised by any
unexpected ‘gifts’.

made in the form of germination,
damage by implements, patho-
gens or fungi, predation by ro-
dents or insects or unfavorable
environmental conditions.

the grinch
that stole

iversity!

Information for this article used with
permission of Brad Schultz, Extension Ed,
Univ. of Nevada, ‘The Noxious Weed
Seedbank: Out of Sight-Out of Mind and
Eventually Out of Control’

Weed Management and Re-certification Class

The Chelan County Noxious
Weed Board will be offering its
annual Weed Management

Workshop Tuesday February 21,

2016 at Confluence Technology
Center from 8:00am to 4:00pm.

The course provides 7 pesticide
license recertification credits, 4
credits offered in the morning
session and 3 in the afternoon.

Topics will include weed laws,
records and compliance,
weed species identification,
most effective herbicide use,
weed control for ROWs, bio-
logical weed control and inte-
grated weed management.

Registration is $10 at the
door. You can also preregister
on our website. Local, State

or Federal agency applicators
can pay by invoice upon re-
quest.

Coffee and pastry will be pro-
vided and there will be a free
drawing at the end of the day
for a copy of the classic weed
reference book, “Weeds of the
West” by the Western Society
of Weed Science.

Spread the Word



December

About Us

The Noxious Weed Board was cre-
ated April 22, 1986 It consists of
five citizen volunteers who repre-
sent five geographic districts that
cover the entire county. The Board
meets throughout the year and
provides vision and direction for
the weed control program.

,———————————————————————————-

Our Mission

“It is the mission of Chelan County Noxious Weed Control
Board to protect and preserve the agricultural lands and natural
resources of the county from the degrading effects of invasive
noxious weeds and to promote the control of invading noxious
weeds through best management practices with a focus on ed-
ucation, prevention, technical assistance and control of noxious
weeds through voluntary compliance with RCW 17.10 and

WAC 16-750.”

COUNTY OF

From the Coordinator’s Desk

We have reached
the end of another
great year. Chelan
County Noxious
Weed Board
would like to
thank everyone for their out-
standing efforts to control the
multitudes of invasive plants
plaguing our yards and open
spaces.

I would like to thank the
many agencies and volun-
teers we worked with for
their open communication
and cooperation.

Although we had a great
year in 2016 I would like to
remind everyone that our
nice warm long fall weather
has been an invitation to

Page 3

“Our primary

goal is to focus

many of the weeds we were
controlling in 2016 to get an
early start germinating for a
jackrabbit start next spring.

Thank you all for helping to
make our County noxious
weed program successful .

on education,
prevention,
and technical

assistance.”



Chelan County
Noxious Weed Control

412 Washington Street
Wenatchee, WA 98801

509 | 667 | 6576
Noxious.Weeds@co.chelan.wa.us

Spread the word, not the weeds.

Visit us on the web! Press Ctrl-Click
on the logo below. Don'’t find what
you’re looking for? Give us a call.

the grinch

that stole
monoculture
villain!

not, Mom.

Aldo Leopold (1949) in his classic, “A Sand County Almanac” wrote, ‘I listened carefully for clues
whether the West has accepted cheat as a necessary evil, to be lived with until kingdom come, or
whether it regards cheat as a challenge to rectify its past errors in land-use.”

"My mom says the same thing, but more simply saying “you’ll have this until you die!”. . . Maybe

The War on Cheatgrass

After decades and millions of dollars, could the end be in sight?

The stunted plants absorb fewer nutri-
ents from the ground and produce fewer
seeds thus leveling the playing field for
competition.

While herbicides have been used to con-
trol cheatgrass for decades, they are
only effective on growing plants which
does nothing to solve the long term prob-
lem. And they are more expensive.

Soil inoculants like D7, MB 906 and simi-
lar products offer a long term solution
that is less expensive. And, they can
improve soil structure and soil biodiversi-
ty by breaking down organic matter to
help release macro and micro nutrients
making them more available for plant
uptake.

While it is unlikely that Cheatgrass will
ever be eradicated, biocontrols will be-
come more commonly used in the strug-
gle to manage and restore over 50 mil-
lion acres the sagebrush steppe habitat
in the Western US.

—ntiOWGSt ¢’ aamsss——————

Control wsSB

Ann Kennedy'’s research showed Cheatgrass seeds on the right with
inhibited root growth.
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