Chelan County

Noxious Weed

Coming Events

Feb. 17 8am-4pm
Weed Mgmt. Certification
Workshop, Wenatchee

Feb. 26 12 noon
Kiwanis Presentation
Smitty’s Pancake House,
Wenatchee

Feb.. 28 12-5pm
Native Planting 101

March 6 1:00-5:00pm
Okanogan Co Weed
Management Workshop

March 10 1:30pm
Chelan County NW Board
Meeting
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Keep watch, take action, make a difference

Now is the time to survey
your property for unwanted
noxious weeds and then
create or review your weed
management plan.

A plan is an invaluable tool
for anyone who owns prop-
erty. It helps in defining
goals for the property,
gathering site information,
identifying weed problems,
setting priorities and timing
for weed control jobs,
choosing integrated pest
management (IPM) strate-
gies, and monitoring the
effectiveness of the plan.

Having a management
plan makes it easier for

you to get noxious weeds
under control early, before
their root systems become
vigorous.

Part of your plan may be to
use pre-emergent herbi-
cide to kill weeds just as
they begin to extend their
first roots. After weeds
have emerged and gotten

a head start, an herbicide
like glyphosate or an acetic
acid based herbicide may
be needed to spot spray for
annual weed control.

If herbicides are not in your
plan, you may have to rely
on mechanical and cultural
methods to control weeds.

If you have a larger proper-
ty that may need profes-
sional mowing or herbicide
treatments, now is a good
time to plan ahead to get
help. The Noxious Weed
Board maintains a list of
vendors who can be hired
for weed control work.

Why do so many ornamentals ESCAPE?

Noxious weeds are notori-
ously vigorous. What may
surprise you is most orna-
mentals are equally vigor-
ous.

The qualities we value in
ornamentals are the same
characteristics that make
noxious weeds so destruc-
tive to the environment and
to our economy

Some escaped ornamen-
tals can survive a short
time outside our care and
nurturing and they eventu-
ally die.

Ohers occupy niches
where nothing else will
grow. Still others become
ecological bullies crowding

out native plants, poisoning

livestock and damaging
local ecosystems.
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It's much easier and
more cost effective
to control invasive
plants before the
invasion.

The Washington
State Noxious Weed

Control Board
estimates that 50
percent of the plants
on the state's
noxious weed list
are escaped
ornamentals.

“The philosopher who said
that work well done never
needs doing over, never
weeded a garden.”

Ray D. Everson

\
|
The Plants We Love Most, Can Hurt Worse :
|
Qualities of Common Ornamental Plants Characteristics of Noxious Weeds |
o S I
® Establish rapidly ® Establish rapidly I
®  Grow fast ® Grow fast I
®  Mature quickly ®  Mature quickly
® Abundant flowers ®  Prolific seed producers I
® Adapted to environment ® Adapted or adapt quickly to environment |
® Free of major insect or disease prob- ® No natural predators or diseases to keep |
lems populations in check |
® Easy to propagate ®  Produce abundant propagules |
|
|
|
— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — L] /
From Garden Catalog to Noxious Weed List
Approximately 50% of the take years to regulate their ness based on three major crite-
Washington State Noxious sale while gardeners contin- ria:
Weed List consists of es- ue the age-old tradition of
caped ornamentals such as  trading and sharing their 1) impact on ecosystems;
Purple loosestrife, English favorite plants with each 2) invasive traits such as run-
ivy, Butterfly bush, Yellow- other. ners, seeds, potential for
flag iris, Scotch broom and human dispersal, etc.; and,
most recently Ravena The Washington State 3) actual distribution over
Grass. Nursery and Landscape various ecosystems
Association has created a
Escaped ornamentals out- Taskforce to address inva- Ask your nursery or call the Nox-
compete native plants for sive horticultural plants. The ious Weed Department for plant
natural resources. Even Taskforce has endorsed an alternatives to ’vigorous’ poten-
after these plants are recog-  assessment process for tially invasive species.

nized as invasive, it may

determining plant invasive-

Weed Certification Class

The Chelan County Noxious
Weed Board will hold its 4th
annual Weed Management
Workshop Tuesday February
17, 2015 at Confluence Tech-
nology Center from 8:00am
to 4:00pm.

It will offer 7 pesticide recertifi-
cation credits, 4 credits in the

morning and 3 in the afternoon.

Spread the Word

Topics will include weed Federal agency applicators
laws, records and compli- can pay by invoice upon re-
ance, weed species identi-  quest.

fication, most effective
herbicide use, weed con-
trol for ROWs, biological
weed control and integrat-
ed weed management.

Coffee and pastry will be pro-
vided . At the end of the day
there will be a free drawing for
a copy of the book, Weeds of
the West by the Western Soci-
Registration at the door ety of Weed Science and other
will be $10. Local, State or  items.
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About Us

The Noxious Weed Board was cre-
ated April 22, 1986 It consists of
five citizen volunteers who repre-
sent five geographic districts that
cover the entire county. The Board
meets throughout the year and
provides vision and direction for
the weed control program.

COUNTY OF

“Our primary
goal is to

/
education,

O ur M | SS | on . prevention,

and technical
“It is the mission of Chelan County Noxious Weed Control

Board to protect and preserve the agricultural lands and natural
resources of the county from the degrading effects of invasive
noxious weeds and to promote the control of invading noxious
weeds through best management practices with a focus on ed-
ucation, prevention, technical assistance and control of noxious
weeds through voluntary compliance with RCW 17.10 and
WAC 16-750.”

assistance.”

/
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From the Coordinator’s Desk

“I would like to take  think off; you kill them and

this opportunity to say  they come right back the next
thank you to all of the  month.
Chelan County citizens
who worked so hard to
control their noxious
weeds in 2014.

Weed control is not just a
one-time effort. Seed from
years past will continue to
plague your property if you

Noxious weed control is one of don’t start now to stop the
the most unrewarding jobs | can  cycle of seed production.




Chelan County

Visit us on the web! Click on
the logo below. Don’'t find
what you're looking for? Call

Noxious Weed Control

412 Washington Street
Wenatchee, WA 98801

Phone: 509-667-6576
Fax: 509-667-6561

E-mail: noxious.weeds@co.chelan.wa.us
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and let us know.
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Spread the word, not the weeds.

Streetscape Escapees

Noxious Weed control in sidewalk planting strips, driveways and alleys

The responsibility for noxious
weed control extends beyond the
landscaped area of your property.

Noxious weeds often take root in
sidewalks and planting strips,
along fence lines and in parking
areas. Alleys can become nurse-
ries for noxious weed seedlings.

Within city limits, landowners are
responsible for maintaining the
area in front of their property all
the way to the curb or pavement
of the street and to the center line
of the alley behind or adjacent to
the property.

The best time of year for weed
control is in the spring when seed-
lings are easy to pull. Here are
some of the most common control
methods:

In full sun areas it can take 4-6 inch-
es of mulch to discourage new
weeds from establishing.

Mechanical control is more than
just tools. It includes techniques
such as hand-pulling or scraping,
dead-heading, height of mower
blades or tilling depth.

Cultural control alters the site
conditions to discourage unwant-

ed noxious weeds and encourage
desired plants by over-seeding
desirable vegetation, augmenting
the soil and managing water and
light availability.

Biological control commonly
relies on insects that target specif-

ic weeds. Grazing animals such
as goats, sheep or other livestock
may also control some noxious
weeds.

Chemical control using herbi-
cides carefully opens up sites for
other plants to take root, including
undesirable plants such as nox-
ious weeds. It is critical to re-
vegetate bare ground with de-
sired plant species before
weeds get a chance to estab-
lish.
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