
LEAVENWORTH MILL DAM 
REHABILITATION AND RECREATION 

IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

SHARING THE STORY BEHIND THE MILL DAM RRIP PROJECT IDEA.



PROJECT BACKGROUND





2021 PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

• LETTERS FROM YN, WDFW, AND CPUD

• CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE AT DRYDEN DAM FOR BROODSTOCK COLLECTION/HABITAT PROGRAMS

• IMPACTS TO TRIBAL FISHING ACCESS

• CONCERNS OVER INCREASED RECREATIONAL USE AND MIGRATORY PATTERNS

• CPUD PLANS TO ASSESS SAFETY RETROFIT OPTIONS INTERNALLY

• DRYDEN DAM PETITION

• PUBLIC INPUT

• SAFETY CONCERNS OF DRYDEN DAM

• ADDITIONAL SITES PROPOSED

• CONCERNS OVER ACCESS/PARKING IN LEAVENWORTH

















WHY DO ANYTHING AT THE MILL DAM SITE?

• REHABILITATION OF RELIC DAM STRUCTURE

• HABITAT IMPROVEMENT POTENTIAL

• RIVER RECREATION MANAGEMENT EFFORTS UNDERWAY

• RIVER SAFETY

• SHOULDER SEASON RECREATION OPPORTUNITY

• LEARNING OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUTH/BEGINNERS

• ENHANCE BARN BEACH POOL
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SHOULDER SEASON RECREATION 







DESIGN CONCEPT DISCUSSION 
(RECREATION ENGINEERING AND PLANNING)

• RANGE OF ALTERNATIVES, CURRENT CONCPETS INCLUDES ADDING WAVE FEATURE UTILIZING 

EXISTING REMNANT STRUCTURE AND NATIVE MATERIALS FOR A ‘RIVERINE’ FEATURE.

• WHAT WOULD A WAVE FEATURE LOOK LIKE?

• HOW DO WE KNOW IT WOULD WORK AND AT WHAT FLOWS?

• WHAT KIND OF MAINTENANCE WOULD BE NEEDED?

• HOW WOULD RIVER HYDRAULICS BE AFFECTED?
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AQUATIC ECOSYSTEM CONSIDERATIONS (PARR)

• Potential impacts to ESA listed fish and other aquatic species

• Meeting with WDFW, USFWS, NMFS

• What would go into next design phases to ensure no negative impacts 

to listed species?

• Assessing hydraulic modeling for impacts to migration

• Assessing timing of increased use with life cycles

• Assessing known redd locations and impacts from potential use 

patterns 





CONCLUSION

• BOTTOM LINE: A PROJECT HERE COULD BE BENEFICIAL IN MANY WAYS. BUT THE PROJECT IS 

SCALABLE DEPENDING ON THE DESIRES OF THE COMMUNITY. 

• ADDING A WAVE FEATURE TO THE PROJECT WOULD INCREASE THE COMPLEXITY, BUT WOULD 

ADD TO THE RECREATIONAL APPEAL BOTH FOR WHITEWATER AND FOR THE MILL DAM POOL. 

• THE R.R.I.P. CONCEPT STRIKES A BALANCE OF RESTORATION, SAFETY, AND RECREATION 

BENEFITS, AND SHOULD BE CONSIDERED WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF A RIVER RECREATION 

MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 



THANK YOU!

ERIN MCKAY

CHELAN COUNTY NATURAL RESOURCE DEPARTMENT

ERIN.MCKAY@CO.CHELAN.WA.US

HTTPS://WWW.CO.CHELAN.WA.US/NATURAL-RESOURCES/PAGES/WENATCHEE-WHITEWATER-PARK-

FEASIBILITY-STUDY

NEXT OUTREACH EVENT: COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT NIGHT AT FESTHALL MAY 2ND 2023

mailto:Erin.mckay@co.chelan.wa.us
https://www.co.chelan.wa.us/natural-resources/pages/wenatchee-whitewater-park-feasibility-study

