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347,306

ACRES BURNED IN OKANOGAN AND CHELAN COUNTIES 2021

57%

OF ALL ACRES BURNED IN WASHINGTON STATE IN 2021

41%

DAYS IN 2021 WITH MODERATE OR WORSE AIR QUALITY



Project Overview
T

e Overall Goal:

o Describe the impact on farmworker parents of balancing childcare with both work and concerns
about their children’s health related specifically to wildfire smoke exposure.

o To propose potential solutions to mitigate the stress of worrying about children’s exposure
through safe and attainable childcare.

e 20 interviews with farmworker parents

o 10 in Chelan County

CLEAN AIR - |1 CARE

o 10 in Okanogan County ME IMPORTA EL AIRE LIMPIO

® Two town halls organized around interview results




Interviews EIPORTA £ ARE LIVPIG

Our Study

We invite you to participate in an interview to come share your
thoughts on what is needed to help agricultural families. Your
participation will help create policy change to improve air
quality in your community and reduce your child's exposure to
wildfire smoke.

e PART ONE: Identify family dynamics, job
responsibilities and understand the
current childcare situation for each family.

Wenatchee CAFE and the Pacific Northwest Agricultural Safety
and Health (PNASH) Center are partnering on a study to learn
about the pressure wildfire season has placed on families who
balance childcare, work, and concerns about children’s exposure
to smoke.

Participation

Participation means completing a 60 minute interview. Your
participation will help expand our understanding of issues
agricultural communities face.
After the Interview, participants:

* receive $50 giftcard and health & safety information on

wildfire smoke

Requirements to participate:

* Must currently or previously worked in agriculture

e Have a child under the age of 12

e PART TWO: Identify knowledge on the
health impacts of wildfire smoke, present
concerns about children’s health and
describe how this impacts parents in the
workplace.

Contact
For more information and to t earn more
participate contact: »
Laura Rivera,

Environmental justice Coordinator
Photos by Idanis Cruz and Sarah Fish laura. rivera@wenatcheecafe.org
(206)752-8462

7 PACIFIC NORTHWEST AGRICULTURAL
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Town Hall Round Table Discussions

Health Share an experience when you felt your health was
effects impacted by wildfire smoke.
Childcare Share an experience when you felt your or your family’s

mental health or wellbeing was impacted by wildfire smoke.

Mental What has your experience with childcare been during
wellbeing

smoke events in the summer months?




Shareback

What have you learned
today?

Do you want to share a
story?




Theme 1: There is a
need for more resources
to prepare farmworkers

and their homes for

smoke events

Sarah Fish/UW




Theme 1: There is a need for more resources to prepare
farmworkers and their homes for smoke events
T

‘l am also aware that the windows in my house are not airtight. In other words, |
would prefer to get new windows, seal everything so that they would be well
protected in here; but as | say, one is not enough to do everything. | have told my
husband that | would like to change the windows, that they be more resistant to all
that [smoke]. But as you know, the situation is difficult, we don't have the
resources.”

“I'm thinking. | keep thinking about the impact that fires have on communities. And
how we are we -- we're not, sorry, prepared enough for these fires."



Theme 2: There is a
need for more
resources to prepare
worksites for smoke
events

Sarah Fish/UW




Theme 2: There is a need for more resources to prepare
worksites for smoke events
T

‘I believe that there should be specifications, or they should force employers to provide
[resources]. Last year they provided masks because of COVID, but they didn't give them
to everyone. Almost everyone had to bring their own mask because of COVID. But in
terms of smoke, | have not seen them say: "l am going to provide you with the mask so
that you can use it during this period.”

“l would like them to teach us, like through workshop, or somehow share information in
the community. Like when the smoke and fire season is coming, what measures could
we take? More information, because the truth is they don't tell us anything."



Theme 3: The
worksite response to
smoke is unpredictable
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Theme 3: The worksite response to smoke is
unpredictable

e —
“It’s interesting, because when it's very, very, very hot, they do stop the harvest or
they stop the activity, because they say: “It's too much — it’s too hot” Or when it's
very cold, they also stop work just like when it is hot. And they follow those rules.
But when it comes to fires, which goes directly to the lung and damages it - it can
affect your performance if you don't breathe well - | haven't seen them stop the
activity.”

‘Sometimes we work when the smoke is very thick and strong. And yes,
sometimes they provide masks and sometimes they don't.”



Theme 4: There is a need
for more accessible
summer childcare
programs

Sarah Fish/UW




Theme 4: There is a need for more accessible summer
childcare programs
T

‘[when you’re working] You cannot always be aware of your children’s health. You do not
know what is happening with them or where they are. Whether you have left them at daycare
or in your own home... Sometimes | leave them in the care of their brother, who perhaps
doesn't know what to do either [during a smoke event].”

“Yes, it has been stressful. Finding a person that | think is the right one to take care of my
children.”

"I think a lot of parents here in the area would love to have a more reliable option, an option
they can count on and say, 'This is my childcare, it's not going to let me down, unless my
kids get sick, and | have to stay home with them. Yes, we need it, it would be important for
many of these families to have that support.”



Theme &: There is a
need to find ways to help
families cope with the
stress of smoke events

Sarah Fish/UW




Theme 5: There is a need to find ways to help families
cope with the stress of smoke events
T

“Already it has been more than 15 days, being with a smoke, not only do the children start to
get stressed, or your children get stressed, but you start to get stressed too, because, maybe
like me, for example, if there is a lot of smoke, | try not to go out into the street, not to be in
the patio, because it affects me.”

“My first option was always to leave them home and let my daughter take care of my two
other children, although the other one is older and has autism. But | am always be on the
lookout, calling: "How are you?". Texting them: "Everything okay?”

“They are used to playing outside in the summer, most of the time, outside, being free. And
when it's burning, obviously | don't let them out and they feel bored and stressed at times.”



Theme 6: There is a need
for smoke safety related
information for farmworker
parents

Hector Amezcua/UC Davis




Theme 6: There is a need for smoke safety related
information for farmworker parents
T

“‘Well, look, it's like | told you, when you go outside you breathe all that. Imagine, it's like pure
smog, bad for your health. And besides, I'm going to speak for myself, my house is like this -
do you think that the smoke doesn't go inside? All of that we are inhaling. And every year
there are fires, and well, more damage is being done to us for asthma, for coughs.”

“l have felt that, when there are fires and there is smoke like this throughout the city, well, |
do feel that my head hurts, my throat feels dry, my nose burns. | feel these symptoms, but |
don't know to what extent your body can harm you. The only thing | know is that it damages
your lungs, right? Because it's smoke, but from then on, the truth is | don't have much
knowledge of what else all that can cause you.”



Available Resources
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:Como puedo saber si hay incendios forestales o emergencias cerca de mi?
=9 Chelan County Emergency Incidents: https//bichv/Chelan Emergency-Map
Ingrese su domicilio para ver eventos de emergencia y ordenes de evacuacion cerca de usted.

Level 2

BE PREPARED
There is a fire in the area that
may threaten you and your family

Nivel 2

ESTE PREPARADO

Hay un incendio en el drea
que puede amenazar su seguridad
y la securidad de su familia

uedo saber cuales pasos tomar basado en el la calidad del aire cerca de mi?
ww AirNow sov/aqil;

Wiy o) /
e informacion sobre como la calidad del aire afecta su salud, quién esta en riesgo
n el nivel, y qué pasos tomar para prevenir la exposicion al humo.

iebo ir para verificar la calidad del aire cerca de mi?
AirNow.gov

w Qs
u codigo postal para obtener informacion sobre la calidad del aire cerca de usted.

suedo conseguir mascarillas N95?
in-Douglas Health District: (509) 886-6499 proporcionan mascarillas gratuitas
stén disponibles. Las tiendas Walgreens o Walmart venden estas mascarillas.

»uedo obtener informacion sobre las ordenes de emergencias y servicios en el
1 de Chelan?
in County Emergency Management: (509) 667-6863

suedo illamar si no me siento seguro en el lugar de trabajo?
ate Department of Labor and Industries: 1-800-423-7233, Oprima 2 y luego 2

:Ddnde puedo obtener informacion y recursos sobre el humo de los incendios forestales
y la preparacion para emergencias?

=¥ Wenatchee Café: (500) 415-8274

Ofrecen educacion y herramientas bilingles para cultivar el liderazgo dentro de nuestra
comunidad sobre la preparacion para los incendios forestales. Proveen evaluaciones de la
zona de ignicion del hogar y kits de preparacion para emergencias gratuitas.

W SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH
INIPLRSITY o WASHINGTON

3y PACIFIC NORTHWEST AGRICULTURAL
SAFETY AND HEALTH CENTER




Additional Town Hall Takeaways

[0 Farmworkers really appreciated the
in-person platform to share and discuss
these topics

[0 Evacuation notices and smoke information [ s wunEeanGl N

is not widely shared among farmworkers in

this region

0 In the moment, emergency notifications on
air quality need to be improved

[ Information gained (themes) can be shared
with resource organizations to improve how
they provide for their community



Next Steps

1. Build platform for farmworkers to share experiences with smoke

2. Improve emergency notifications around smoke exposure

3. Create more opportunities for learning about the health impacts of smoke
exposure.




CLEAN AIR - | CARE

T h an k yO U ' ME IMPORTA EL AIRE LIMPIO




