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What is CHAI?

Yes, kind of like 
the tea



What is CHAI?

Each of us thrive in a unique 

climate, so we work together to 

support equitable adaptation 

strategies so we can become 

more resilient across the region



Expected change in Washington 
with just 1.5ºC of warming

Snover, A.K., C.L. Raymond, H.A. Roop, H. Morgan, 2019. No Time to Waste. The Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change’s Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5°C and Implications for Washington State. Briefing 

paper prepared by the Climate Impacts Group, University of Washington, Seattle. Updated 02/2019.



Climate Sensitive
Health Risks

(USGCRP, 2016) 
health2016.globalchange.gov

Climate change affects health by altering 
when, where and how often we are exposed 

to environmental health risks such as:

https://health2016.globalchange.gov/


Climate Sensitive
Health Risks

(USGCRP, 2016) 
health2016.globalchange.gov

Climate change affects health by altering 
when, where and how often we are exposed 

to environmental health risks such as:Drivers, Exposures, and 
Outcomes are unevenly felt & 
worsening health inequities

https://health2016.globalchange.gov/


Health Risks Vary and Are Not Equal

Source: EPA



Clallam/Jefferson 
Counties

Pierce County

City of Spokane

Climate Healthy Adaptation Initiative

CHAI Mission

CHAI Planning Partners

CHAI Process

Assist and resource communities working to protect and promote the 
health of people experiencing climate change impacts first and worst.

State and federal agencies (WA DOH, Ecology, Federal Reserve Bank 
of San Francisco, Reg. 10 EPA & HHS), academia (UW, Gonzaga), and 
local leaders in each CHAI region

• Bottom-up: focus on community-identified priorities
• Relationships first
• Community-driven timeline



What is a Resilience Hub?



Resilience Hubs - A Resiliency Solution

Normal 
Mode

Disruption 
Mode

Recovery 
Mode

Community-Serving Facilities 
That:

Distribute Resources

Support Residents

Coordinate Communication

Reduce Carbon Pollution & 
Enhance Quality of Life
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Climate Resilience Hub Resources

Urban Sustainability Director’s Network: 
Resilience Hubs (resilience-hub.org)
USDN Resilience Hub Guidance Document
White paper: usdn_resiliencehubs_2018.pdf

Crosscut article about development of Resilience Hubs in Seattle:
A resilience hub might be coming to your Seattle neighborhood | 
Crosscut

See also: FEMA Resources for Climate Resilience

http://resilience-hub.org/
http://resilience-hub.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/USDN_ResilienceHubsGuidance-1.pdf
https://www.usdn.org/uploads/cms/documents/usdn_resiliencehubs_2018.pdf
https://crosscut.com/environment/2023/01/resilience-hub-might-be-coming-your-seattle-neighborhood
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_resources-climate-resilience.pdf


Questions?
Marnie Boardman marnie.boardman@doh.wa.gov

Corrina Farho cfarho@civicspark.civicwell.org


