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Shrubsteppe
Arid grassland with a robust shrub component
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Daubenmire, R.  1988.  Steppe vegetation of Washington. WSU Extension Pub., EB1446
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Current Shrubsteppe



Loss of deep soil

Pygmy rabbit Washington ground squirrel



Restoration.  
    Recovering at-risk species.  
          Supporting working Lands.



Natural Disturbance and Succession
• Native shrubsteppe plants adapted to modest disturbance – mostly fire
• Rapid regeneration of grasses and forbs (wildflowers) followed by shrubs



Current Disturbance and 
Succession

• Disturbance increased
• Frequent fire
• Grazing
• Cultivation of deep soils

• Successional interference
• Cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum)
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