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Executive Summary 
American Land and Water Consulting (American) completed a planning-level assessment of water 
resources elements related to the proposed Mission Ridge Ski and Board Resort (Mission Ridge) 
Master Planned Resort expansion project (Project).  This memorandum addresses specific areas for 
discussion identified by Chelan County in Chapter 3 (Water) of its Mission Ridge Master Planned 
Resort Expansion Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Scoping Status Summary Document 
Revised on September 21, 2020.   

The Project is an expansion of the existing Mission Ridge Resort on approximately 502 acres of 
privately-owned land in Section 19, and a small portion of the NE ¼ of Section 30, T. 21 N., R. 20 
E.W.M. (Site) adjacent to the existing resort.  The majority of the Site and the entire existing resort 
lie within the upper Squilchuck Creek watershed. 

To complete this planning-level assessment, we reviewed information contained in project 
proposals, SEPA documents, and reports comprising the known body of work for water resources in 
the Squilchuck basin including documents developed supporting the approved Watershed Plan for 
Water Resources Inventory Area (WRIA) 40A (Stemilt-Squilchuck).   

This memo: 

• summarizes existing water resource conditions in the Squilchuck watershed including at the 
Site; 



   

2 
 

106 N. Columbia Street 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 

(509) 888-8081 

• provides projected demand estimates for the Project’s proposed public water system; 
• describes alternatives for physical water supply; 
• summarizes legal water availability (water rights); 
• provides an assessment of potential impacts to water quantity and quality resulting from  

the Project and identifies mitigation measures; and 
• evaluates the Project for consistency with the approved WRIA 40A Watershed Plan. 

 Based on our assessment, we have determined that: 

1. There is adequate water available for the Project.  Two water supply alternatives were 
identified that are both capable of providing sufficient physical and legal water availability to 
meet projected water supply demands through full buildout. This conclusion is based on: 

• The estimated total demand for the Project’s Group A community public water system at 
full buildout is 241 acre-feet per year (ac-ft/yr) including 231 ac-ft/yr for indoor use and 10 
ac-ft/yr for outdoor use.  Estimated water demand for the Project is consistent with other 
recreational/residential developments in the region.  The Project’s public water system will 
not be used for snowmaking.  

• Under water supply Alternative 1, a portion of water system demand would be met using 
water rights currently owned by Mission Ridge and the balance would be supplied by Chelan 
County PUD (CPUD).   

o Up to 90 ac-ft/yr of demand may be met using existing Mission Ridge water rights 
that authorize water sources located within the Squilchuck basin.   Mission Ridge 
does not plan to seek a new water right appropriation to supply the Project.  It does 
plan to seek water right changes to align attributes of existing authorizations with 
Project needs.  Any potential impact resulting from these changes will be fully 
mitigated through Washington’s water laws that are established to protect existing 
instream and out-of-stream rights when water right changes are approved.  There 
will be no enlargement of existing authorized quantities.  

o The balance of water demand of about 151 ac-ft/yr would be supplied by CPUD’s 
Group A community water system using sources located outside of the Squilchuck 
basin that are in hydraulic continuity with the Columbia River.  CPUD’s water system 
currently extends to a reservoir in the Forest Ridge neighborhood located less than 
0.5 mile north of the Site (Figure 1).   

• Under water supply Alternative 2, all water system demand (241 ac-ft/yr) would be supplied 
by CPUD.  Based on initial discussions with CPUD, it appears the utility has sufficient physical 
and legal water availability to supply the Project under Alternative 2.   

• Initial discussions with CPUD indicate its Group A water system has adequate physical and 
legal availability to supply the Project.  The State’s Municipal Water Law authorizes CPUD to 
exercise its existing municipal water rights anywhere within the boundaries of its service 
area.   
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• CPUD routinely extends water service to supply new developments.  Expansion of CPUD’s 
water system will be subject to all applicable permitting processes. 

• Mission Ridge is currently coordinating with CPUD to initiate an engineering study to further 
investigate the feasibility of expanding its service area to supply the Project under a 
wholesale agreement and to identify needed improvements to its existing system.  
Locations for the service extension pipeline and pump stations will be determined through 
subsequent engineering study.   

2. The Project is not expected to negatively impact water supplies and instead is expected to 
increase overall water availability in the Squilchuck basin throughout the year and especially 
during low flow periods benefitting instream and out-of-stream uses including irrigation.  The 
conclusion is based on: 

• The maximum quantity of water consumptively used (lost from Squilchuck basin) will be 
small and well within authorized water rights.  Consumptive use losses from supplying 90 
ac-ft/yr of demand from sources in the Squilchuck basin under Alternative 1 are estimated 
to be no more than about 18 ac-ft/yr, or a continuous rate of about 0.02 cubic feet per 
second (9 gallons per minute).   By comparison, mean annual flow in Squilchuck Creek 
estimated at 7.5 cubic cfs. 

• Importing water for the Project from CPUD under Alternatives 1 and 2 will negate all 
consumptive losses and will provide substantial net water supply benefit to the Squilchuck 
basin via return flows.  Assuming CPUD supplies 151 ac-ft/yr for indoor water use having a 
90 percent return flow rate (Ecology, 2018), water augmentation to the Squilchuck basin 
under Alternative 1 is estimated to be about 136 ac-ft/yr, or an average continuous rate of 
about 0.2 cfs.  If all water for the Project’s water system is supplied by CPUD under 
Alternative 2, water augmentation increases to 208 ac-ft/yr and 0.3 cfs continuously.    

• Additionally, Mission Ridge plans to expand its artificial snowmaking operation to the 
Project site using existing water right authorizations.  The WRIA 40A Watershed Plan 
specifically recognized benefits of snowmaking to water supplies in Squilchuck Creek.  
Snowmaking prolongs the spring freshet period by increasing water storage.  It also 
increases the quantity of cold water infiltrating to groundwater.  Prolonging the freshet 
period benefits aquatic habitat, delays mandatory cuts to downstream irrigation rights, and 
delays the need to release cool water from high-elevation reservoirs in the Squilchuck basin 
until later in the season.  Increased infiltration results in additional inflow of cool 
groundwater to sustain baseflows during late season low flows.   

3. Potential water quantity and quality impacts resulting from erosion and sedimentation, 
stormwater runoff, and wastewater discharge will be fully mitigated through existing required 
permitting processes that are established to be protective of surface and groundwater 
resources.  

4. The Project was assessed for consistency with the WRIA 40A Watershed Plan and supporting 
documents.  The Planning Unit approved the Watershed Plan in 2007 consistent with RCW 
90.82.  
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• The Project would not be in conflict with desired future conditions, opportunities, and 
recommendations identified by the Planning Unit. 

• The Project is expected to result in a substantial increase of water supplied to the 
Squilchuck basin on a continuous basis fulfilling several major objectives listed the 
Watershed Plan including: 

o Providing domestic water from regional (out-of-basin) water supply sources; 

o Enhancing groundwater recharge and baseflow; 

o Creating domestic water interties to increase reliability of the drinking water supply; and 

o Using artificial snowmaking at Mission Ridge to enhance stream flows in Squilchuck 
Creek by retiming water delivery; 

5. Our planning-level assessment did not identify any water elements that would limit 
development of the proposed Project or impacts to water resources that cannot be fully 
mitigated through compliance with applicable regulations and standard permitting 
processes (See Section 4 of this report).  Suggested conditions to mitigate potential impacts 
from the Project include: 

• The development shall comply with all applicable local, state, and federal rules and 
regulations, and must obtain all appropriate approvals and permits. 

• If existing water rights will be utilized for development which requires water right 
transfers, transfer should be approved by the Department of Ecology prior to 
preliminary plat approval. 

• Prior to preliminary plat or building permit approvals, proof of potable water must 
be provided to Chelan County.  For domestic water supplied by expansion of the 
CPUD’s public water system, the utility must provide written confirmation agreeing 
to provide water for the proposed development.  All water system improvements 
must be designed, constructed, and placed in accordance with CPUD’s standards 
and requirements. Completion of the improvements, including necessary 
easements, must be accepted in writing by CPUD.  Expansion of CPUD’s water 
system will be subject to applicable permitting processes including an update to its 
Group A water system plan to be approved by Washington Department of Health 
(DOH). 

• Discharge of wastewater to groundwater will require approval from Chelan-Douglas 
Health District (CDHD) and DOH to comply with Washington State antidegradation 
policies under WAC 173-200.  Discharge of wastewater to surface water will require 
compliance with the federal Clean Water Act and state antidegradation policies 
under WAC 173-201A including a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) wastewater discharge permit administered by Ecology. 

• A final site-specific stormwater plan and report prepared by a Professional Engineer 
licensed in the State of Washington that conforms to Ecology’s 2019 Stormwater 
Management Manual for Eastern Washington (SWMMEW) and Chelan County’s 



   

5 
 

106 N. Columbia Street 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 

(509) 888-8081 

Stormwater Management Code (SMC, Chapter 13.16) shall be submitted and 
accepted by Chelan County prior to construction.  

• The Project will result in greater than 1-acre of disturbed ground requiring coverage 
under the NPDES Construction Stormwater General Permit (CSWGP).  As part of the 
CSWGP, a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) and a Temporary Erosion 
and Sediment Control Plan (TESC Plan) shall be submitted to and accepted by Chelan 
County prior to grading.  The SWPPP and TESC Plan shall be maintained on-site and 
updated as needed to address and prevent any sediment or sediment-laden water 
from leaving the Project Site.  

1.0 Introduction 
American Land and Water Consulting (American) drafted this technical memorandum to support 
planning and permitting for the proposed Mission Ridge Ski and Board Resort (Mission Ridge) 
Master Planned Resort expansion project (Project). Chelan County is the lead agency for State 
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) review for the Project.  This memo provides a planning-level 
assessment of water resources elements related to the Project and addresses specific areas for 
discussion identified by Chelan County in Chapter 3 (Water) of its Mission Ridge Master Planned 
Resort Expansion Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Scoping Status Summary Document 
Revised on September 21, 2020.   

This memo addresses the following specific areas for discussion presented by Chelan County: 

a. Groundwater and surface water movement/quantity/quality 

i.   Further analysis of the water requirements for the project, availability of 

sufficient ground water for resort uses, and of the potential adverse 

impacts resulting from the use of groundwater on stream flow and 

irrigation water downstream of the site. 

ii.   Alteration of the absorption characteristics of the site. 

iii.  Contamination of runoff water with trace amounts of petroleum residues, 

heavy metals, phosphorus, nitrogen and other pollutants associated with 

vehicle traffic and property maintenance. 

b. Public water supplies 

i.    Feasibility and impact of extending the Chelan PUD public water system 

to the project site, which may require improvements to the existing water 

system. 

ii.   WRIA 40A Watershed Plan. 

iii.  WRIA 40A Water Quantity Analysis.   
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The Project comprises approximately 502 acres of privately-owned land adjacent to the current 
Mission Ridge Ski and Board Resort (ski resort) in southwestern Chelan County, Washington (Figure 
1).  Most of the planned development will occur in Section 19 and a small portion of the NE ¼ of 
Section 30, T. 21 N., R. 20 E.W.M. (Site).   

The current ski resort consists of ski lifts and runs, a lodge, support facilities, and parking lot located 
on over 2,000 acres of leased federal and state land.     

The Project is proposed to be constructed as a Master Planned Resort offering year-round 
recreational, commercial, and residential uses.  Based on information in the Mission Ridge 
Expansion Project Narrative (Mission Ridge, 2020), the Project at full buildout will consist of 275 
single family units (later revised to 265), 621 condominiums/townhouses/duplexes, a 57-room 
hotel/lodge, housing for 80 employees, and services for 110,000 annual visitors.   Infrastructure 
required to support planned the Project includes roadways, sidewalks, a public water system, and 
wastewater treatment.  

2.0 Background 
This section summarizes water resources in the Squilchuck watershed and at the Project Site.  

2.1 Related Studies 
The body of work relating to water resources in the Squilchuck basin and at the Site is summarized 
below and listed in the References section of this memo.   

The Watershed Plan for Water Resources Inventory Area (WRIA) 40A (Stemilt-Squilchuck) was 
approved by the Planning Unit in 2007 in accordance with the Watershed Planning Act (RCW 90.82; 
Chelan County, 2007a).  The Planning Unit elected to complete the required water quantity 
assessment (Chelan County, 2007b) and optional multi-purpose water storage assessment (Chelan 
County, 2010).  The Planning Unit elected to not complete optional water quality, instream flow, 
and habitat assessments.  

Hydrologic studies preceding the watershed plan include reports by Woolridge (1972) assessing 
Squilchuck Creek in the context of other nearby watersheds, Woodridge (1994) addressing upper 
Squilchuck Creek at the Mission Ridge Ski Resort, and a watershed assessment completed by the 
U.S. Forest Service (1998).  WNR Group (2019) completed a survey-level evaluation of 
hydrogeologic conditions at the Site supporting planning for the Mission Ridge expansion project.   

Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) operated a continuous recording stream flow 
gaging station near the mouth of Squilchuck Creek from 2008 through 2012.  Other stream flow 
data are limited to spot flow measurements collected over decades as summarized in Chelan 
County (2007b).  

Potential impacts to aquatics, wildlife, and botany were assessed supporting SEPA compliance for 
the Project (Washington Conservation Science Institute, 2020) and it was concluded there will be no 
population impacts for a properly mitigated Project.  

The Washington State Conservation Commission completed an evaluation of limiting factors to 
migration of anadromous fish in the creek (Andonaegui, 2001) and the Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife inventoried fish passage barriers and irrigation diversions in the creek (2006).  
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The Stemilt Partnership, formed by Chelan County in 2007, represents agriculture, wildlife, 
recreation, development, and conservation interests within WRIA 40A.  Its priorities, vision, and 
landscape strategies for these watersheds are documented in the Stemilt-Squilchuck Community 
Vision (Chelan County, 2008).   

Two geotechnical studies completed supporting the Project include a reconnaissance-level geologic 
hazards assessment primarily focused on Section 19 (GN Northern, 2017) and a site evaluation 
report for the proposed access roadway (GN Northern, 2020).  The Site was determined to be 
suitable for the intended development subject to recommendations in these reports.    

2.2 Existing Watershed Conditions 
The Project is located within the upper reaches of the Squilchuck Creek watershed (watershed, 
basin) in southeastern Chelan County.  Squilchuck Creek comprises approximately half the area of 
WRIA 40A along with Stemilt Creek adjacent to the south.  This summary of existing water 
resources conditions in the Squilchuck basin and at the Site is based on information from sources 
listed in the References section of this memo.  

Squilchuck Creek is a 10.6-mile long perennial stream forming a direct tributary to the Columbia 
River.  It drains approximately 17,600 acres of the eastern slope of the Cascade Mountains 
southwest of Wenatchee.  The Squilchuck watershed is bounded to the west by Naneum Ridge and 
to the east by the Columbia River.  The watershed forms a canyon bounded to the north by foothills 
of the Wenatchee Mountains and to the south by Wheeler Ridge and Wenatchee Heights.  Major 
perennial tributaries to Squilchuck Creek include Miners Run and Lake Creeks that empty to 
Squichuck Creek downstream and upstream from the Site, respectively.  

Anadromous fish passage in Squilchuck Creek is limited by a natural gradient barrier to the 
lowermost reach within about 1 mile upstream from the confluence with the Columbia River.  No 
water bodies within the Squilchuck Creek watershed are listed by Ecology as impaired on its 303(d) 
list under The Clean Water Act.  

Land surface elevations range from about 640 feet asl near the Columbia River to greater than 
6,800 feet above sea level (asl) at Naneum Ridge.  The Site lies several hundred feet above 
Squilchuck Creek at elevations between about 4,500 and 5,000 feet asl.  Most of the Site lies in a 
northwest-sloping bowl draining toward Squilchuck Creek.  A portion of the Project in the east half 
of Section 19 and Section 30 will be situated on an east-sloping hillside draining toward the Stemilt 
Creek basin.   

Vegetation communities in the watershed range from shrub-steppe in low and middle elevations to 
mixed coniferous and subalpine forest in high elevations.  Irrigated commercial tree-fruit orchard 
covers much of the land surface on gentle slopes in lower and middle elevation areas.  Land cover in 
the upper elevations is predominantly bare rock (basalt rubble).  Land cover at the Site is primarily 
mixed coniferous forest.  Up to about 50 acres of the Site is covered by basalt rubble.   

Mean annual precipitation in the watershed ranges from 8 inches near the Columbia River to 32 
inches at Naneum Ridge and is about 27 inches at the Site.  Approximately 70 percent of annual 
precipitation falls as snow between October and April.  As a result, the hydrology of Squilchuck 
Creek is characterized by snowmelt with peak flows occurring between April and July.  About 65 
percent of annual water flow occurs during these months.  Baseflow from groundwater storage 
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sustains stream flows during later summer and mid-winter months when rainfall is scarce.  Mean 
annual flow is estimated to be 7.5 cubic feet per second (cfs; Chelan County, 2007b).  Low stream 
flows are typically less than 2 cfs.  High stream flows are typically 20-30 cfs and can exceed 50 cfs 
for brief periods.    

About 13 percent of annual precipitation goes to runoff and about 35 percent goes to groundwater 
recharge.  An unknown quantity of recharge returns to the creek as baseflow.  The balance of 52 
percent of annual precipitation is attributed to evapotranspiration.   

Geology of the watershed is characterized by steeply-dipping continental sedimentary rocks of the 
Tertiary Chumstick formation overlain by gently-dipping Tertiary Grande Ronde basalt of the 
Columbia River Basalt Group and Quaternary mass wasting deposits.  The Chumstick Formation is 
comprised of siltstone, shale, sandstone, and conglomerate.  It underlies the entire watershed and 
crops out at all but the highest elevations.  Basalt occurs primarily in the upper elevations of the 
watershed above about 4,500 feet asl.  Mass wasting deposits are primarily present along ridges, 
canyon walls, and in the upper elevations of the watershed.  Alluvial deposits consisting of sand, 
gravel, silt, and clay line the bottoms of drainages.  All four major geologic units described above 
are present at the Site.   

Ecology’s well database indicates about 100 wells are present in the watershed.  Nearly all are used 
for domestic supply.  Wells are concentrated along canyon bottoms and on hillsides in the lower 
and middle elevations of the watershed east of the Site.  Few wells are present in the upper 
elevations and no wells are present at the Site.  The nearest wells to the Site are located 0.5 mile to 
the southwest near Squilchuck Creek at the existing ski resort base in Section 24, T. 21 N., R. 19 
E.W.M (Ecology IDs AGJ-097 and BJB-131).  These wells supply the existing Mission Ridge Ski Resort 
Group A transient non-community (TNC) water system (No. 55335) approved for 5 connections 
supplying the lodge and support facilities.    

Wells are completed throughout the watershed in all four of the major geologic units.  
Groundwater occurrence is generally localized and unpredictable.  Groundwater occurs in the 
Chumstick Formation in open fractures along discontinuous, moderately permeable layers.  Well 
yields in the Chumstick range from 1 to 30 gallons per minute (gpm) and average less than 10 gpm.  
Groundwater in basalt likely occurs within the basal unit.  The few wells completed in basalt in 
WRIA 40A yield between 10 and 100 gpm.  Groundwater in mass wasting deposits is highly localized 
and occurs where permeable basalt rubble overlies less permeable Chumstick Formation. Wells 
completed in mass wasting deposits typically yield between 5 and 30 gpm.   Alluvium occupying 
drainage bottoms comprises the most productive groundwater unit in the watershed due to 
relatively high permeability and connection with surface water bodies.  Wells completed in alluvium 
yield between 10 and 100 gpm.   Existing Mission Ridge wells AGJ-097 and BJB-131 are completed in 
unconsolidated deposits (basaltic alluvium or mass wasting deposits) at depths of 100 feet bgs or 
less with reported yields between 40 and 100 gpm.  

Groundwater is recharged by infiltration of precipitation.  In general, relatively flat lying areas and 
areas comprised of basalt rubble and mass wasting deposits promote recharge.  Additional artificial 
recharge comes from seepage associated with irrigation return flow, onsite sewage systems (OSS), 
and unlined irrigation ditches and reservoirs. Groundwater flow direction is primarily controlled by 
topography.  Shallow groundwater generally flows perpendicular to local drainages while deep 
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groundwater flows northeasterly toward the Columbia River.  Shallow groundwater discharges to 
the surface in springs along canyon walls and to streams along drainage bottoms.  Deep 
groundwater discharges to the lower reaches of Squilchuck Creek and the Columbia River.  

Surface water features at the Site consist a northwest-flowing intermittent stream in the western 
half of Section 19, and several small ponds.  Squilchuck Creek lies about 1,000 feet to the northeast 
of the Site.  Infiltration at the Site discharges to the intermittent stream in Section 19 and to 
Squilchuck Creek.    

About half of mapped surface soils in Section 19 are classified as bedrock outcrop.  The other half, 
where most project development will occur, are classified as having moderately low to moderately 
high drainage capacities ranging from 0.06 to 0.2 inches/hour. Stemilt silt loam, comprising about 
one-quarter of the land surface at the Site is classified as presenting a severe erosion hazard.  All 
others are classified as moderate or lower.  

The primary irrigation source in the watershed is surface water from Squilchuck Creek.  Surface 
water is also conveyed via gravity from adjacent Mission and Stemilt Creek watersheds.  In recent 
decades, surface water pumped from the Columbia River has become an important irrigation water 
source.  

Major irrigation water purveyors include Beehive Irrigation District and Lower Squilchuck Irrigation 
District.  Wenatchee Heights Reclamation District and Lower Stemilt Irrigation District also supply 
irrigation to portions of the Squilchuck basin.  

A portion of irrigation water is stored in artificial reservoirs including high-elevation Beehive and 
H&H reservoirs and The Great Depression. Two small lakes near the ski resort comprise the only 
natural surface water storage.  Mission Ridge operates a reservoir to store water diverted from 
Squilchuck Creek for artificial snowmaking.  

Water rights and claims within the Squilchuck watershed are primarily for irrigation use.  Over 200 
permits and certificates and 100 claims are listed in Ecology’s water right database.  The basin 
underwent a Superior Court Adjudication completed in 1926 that validated then-existing surface 
water rights and claims of beneficial use predating the 1917 Water Code (RCW 90.03).  Claims filed 
after 1926 have not been adjudicated.  A substantial portion of water rights are subject to annual 
mandatory curtailment of diversion rates based on priority date or class of the rights as stream 
flows decrease following the spring freshet period.   

3.0 Project Water Requirements 
This section presents a planning-level assessment of water demand and supply alternatives.  

3.1 Public Water System Demand Estimates 
A Group A community public water system will be developed to support the Project.  This section 
provides a projected water demand estimate for the Project considering indoor and outdoor uses 
based on development plans listed in the Project Narrative (Mission Ridge, 2020).  

Planning assumptions for types and numbers of connections and population at full buildout are 
shown in Table 1.  These assumptions and the resulting water demand estimates shown below are 
consistent with other recreational/residential developments in the region.  Water for artificial 
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snowmaking was not considered in the demand estimate because it will not be supplied by the 
public water system.  

Results of this water demand estimate were used to evaluate legal and physical water availability 
for water sources and to evaluate potential water resources impacts from the Project (see Section 4 
of this report).  Additionally, water demand estimates can be used to guide planning for water 
system and wastewater treatment facilities recognizing that estimates will be refined as the Project 
progresses. 

The equivalent residential unit (ERU), based on a typical full-time single-family residence, was used 
to evaluate water system consumptive demand for two demand scenarios described below (ADD 
and MDD).    Approximately 913 ERUs are expected at full project buildout (Table 1).  

Average Day Demand (ADD) 
ADD is the total annual consumptive demand per ERU averaged over 365 days.  ADD is used to 
estimate water supply safe annual yield and required water right annual quantity.   

Estimates for ADD are based on indoor use for 1 ERU of 200 gallons per day (gpd), distribution 
system leakage (DSL) of 10 percent, and factor of safety (FS) of 15 percent as recommended in the 
Washington State Department of Health (DOH) Water System Design Manual (DOH, 2019).  ADD is 
estimated to be 250 gpd: 

ADD = indoor use (200 gpd) + DSL (20 gpd) + FS (30 gpd) = 250 gpd 

Facilities differing from the ERU criterion were accounted by applying a factor.  An ERU factor of 0.8 
was applied to multi-family units as recommended in Water System Design Manual.  ERU values for 
water usage for the hotel and employee housing were adjusted based on the guidance in Table 3-2 
in the Water System Design Manual.  Estimates for visitors and employees are based on 5 gpd per 
person.   

Outdoor water use is assumed to be primarily for irrigation of drought-resistant native shrub 
vegetation to compliment the natural alpine setting and will use low flow application methods to 
minimize water consumption.  Landscaping requirements will be established by the development’s 
covenants, conditions, and restrictions.   

Outdoor water use was estimated assuming a total of 8 acres of landscaping will be irrigated.  This 
irrigated area is apportioned among residential and commercial facilities assuming 500 square feet 
(sf) per single-family unit, 250 sf per condo/townhouse, and 22,000 sf each for the hotel/lodge and 
employee housing.  Numbers of ERUs assigned to irrigation water use were determined by dividing 
the annual total irrigation requirement (TIR) of the facility by the ERU value:   

ERUs = TIR x number of irrigated acres/1 ERU rate 

The TIR for shrubbery was determined based on the annual crop irrigation requirement (CIR) in 
excess of rainfall for the index crop grapes contained in the US Department of Agriculture Natural 
Resources Conservation Service Washington Irrigation Guide (WIG) at Winthrop, Washington.   
Winthrop was selected because it has a similar climate to the Site. According to the WIG, the CIR for 
grapes is 1.11 feet.  The TIR assuming a sprinkler application efficiency (Ea) of 85 percent is 1.31 
feet: 
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TIR = CIR/Ea = 1.11 feet/0.85 = 1.31 feet (15.7 inches) 

Based on a TIR 1.31 feet and irrigated area of 8 acres, the total irrigation demand is estimated to be 
10.5 ac-ft/yr.   This volume averaged over an assumed 153-day irrigation season (nominally May 
through September) is about 22,000 gpd or 15 gpm.  Outdoor water use from October through April 
is assumed to be zero.  The water system will not be used to supply snowmaking.  

The total annual quantity (Qa) needed to meet ADD at full project buildout is estimated to be 241 
ac-ft (Table 1).   

Maximum Day Demand (MDD) 
The MDD for an ERU is the highest volume of water an ERU is expected to consume over a 24-hour 
period excluding emergencies.  MDD is used to guide water system source and storage design and 
assess adequacy of water right instantaneous quantity.   

MDD per ERU was estimated by applying a peaking factor of 2.0 times ADD which falls in the range 
of values recommended by the Water System Design Manual.  MDD is estimated to be 500 gpd: 

MDD = ADD (250 gpd) x Peaking Factor (2.0) = 500 gpd 

The total instantaneous quantity (Qi) needed to meet MDD at full project buildout is about 302 gpm 
(Table 1).   

Table 1.  Mission Ridge Expansion Water Demand Estimate 

Water Use No. Unit  

ADD/ 
ERU      

(gpd) 

Total  
ADD  
(gpd) 

Annual 
(ac-ft) 

Factor 
(x ADD) 

MDD/ 
ERU     

(gpd) 

Total 
MDD 
(gpd) 

Single Family 265 units 250 62,250 74.0 2 500 132,500 
Condo/townhome 621 units 200 124,200 138.8 2 400 248,400 
Hotel / lodge 57 rooms 100 5,700 6.4 2 200 11,400 
Employee housing 80 ea 50 4,000 4.5 2 100 8,000 
Daily visitors 1,000 ea 5 5,000 5.6 2 10 10,000 
Employees 150 ea 5 750 0.8 2 10 1,500 
Irrigation 8 acres   22,318 10.5     22,318 

TOTAL       228,218 240.5     434,118 

   
  

Total ERUs = 913 Qa = 241 
  

Qi = 302 gpm 

         
ADD = Average Day Demand = 250 gpd/ERU       
MDD = Maximum Day Demand - 500 gpd/ERU      
ERU = Equivalent Residential Unit.  Total number of ERUs =  Total ADD/ ADD per ERU =  913 ERUs.  
Qa = Annual Quantity (ac-ft)        
Qi = Instantaneous Quantity (gpm)       
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3.2 Public Water Supply Alternatives 
Two alternatives were identified to supply water to the Project’s public water system.  Both appear 
to be capable of providing sufficient physical and legal water availability to meet projected water 
system demand through full buildout of 241 ac-ft/yr .     

Under water supply Alternative 1, a portion of water system demand would be met using water 
sources located within the Squilchuck basin under water rights currently owned by Mission Ridge 
with the balance supplied by Chelan County Public Utility District (CPUD) through extension of its 
Group A community water system service area.  As described below, up to 90 ac-ft/yr could be 
supplied under existing Mission Ridge water rights.  CPUD would supply the balance of 151 ac-ft/yr 
through wholesale water service to the Project’s water system.  

Under water supply Alternative 2, all water system demand would be supplied by CPUD.  

CPUD currently supplies domestic water to the Forest Ridge development located within 0.5 mile 
north of the Site (Figure 1).  Connecting to CPUD’s Group A community water system would require 
construction of a new pipeline and pump station(s) to convey water from CPUD’s Forest Ridge 
reservoir to the Site.   

Mission Ridge has consulted CPUD and is coordinating to initiate an engineering study to investigate 
the feasibility of expanding its service area to supply the Project and to identify needed 
improvements to its existing system.  Based on initial discussions with CPUD, it appears that the 
utility has sufficient physical and legal water availability to supply the Project.  The exact location of 
an offsite pipeline and pumping station(s) to connect the Project with CPUD’s water system is 
currently not known and will be determined through subsequent engineering study.  

3.3 Physical Water Availability 
Water supply Alternative 1 involves using water sources located within the Squilchuck basin 
consisting of groundwater and/or surface water to meet a portion of water system demand.  New 
sources supplying the Project’s Group A water system (e.g. new wells) must receive source approval 
from Washington State Department of Health (DOH) under WAC 246-290-130 including testing to 
demonstrate safe yield and source reliability.   

Groundwater sources within the Squilchuck basin would include new wells in Section 19 and 
adjacent Section 24.  Based on yields in nearby wells including existing Mission Ridge wells AGJ-097 
and BJB-131 with reported yields up to 40 to 100 gpm, it appears that multiple wells might be 
needed to meet estimated MDD for the water system.  WNR Group (2019) identified three 
prospective well locations in Section 19 and one in the vicinity of the existing ski area base in 
Section 24.  

Diverting surface water for domestic supply is also an option; however, this would require 
construction of a water treatment plant. The primary surface water source within the watershed is 
Squilchuck Creek and its tributaries.  Squilchuck and Lake Creeks are perennial streams currently 
used to supply water for snowmaking within the existing ski resort boundary and will also supply 
water for snowmaking at the Site under existing Mission Ridge water right authorizations. Surface 
water could also be used to supply irrigation water for the Project without the need for treatment if 
separate systems are constructed for irrigation and domestic water uses.   
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Water supply Alternatives 1 and 2 involve using an out-of-basin source to supply a portion or all the 
Project’s water system demand.  Water supplied by CPUD would come from groundwater wells in 
hydraulic continuity with the Columbia River.     

3.4 Legal Water Availability 
In addition to physical water availability, water supply alternatives for the Project must consider 
legal water availability.  Mission Ridge does not plan to seek a new water right appropriation to 
supply the Project and instead plans to use quantities authorized under water rights in its existing 
portfolio.  There will be no enlargement of existing authorized quantities.  

The Mission Ridge water right portfolio includes several water rights having places of use 
appurtenant to the existing ski resort and Section 19.  Attributes of water rights in the Mission 
Ridge portfolio are summarized in Table 2.  Under water supply Alternative 1, these water rights 
would be used to supply a portion of projected water demand for the Project’s public water system 
estimated at up to 302 gpm (0.67 cfs) instantaneously and 241 ac-ft annually.  Mission Ridge 
estimates that about 90 ac-ft/yr of water system demand may be available using existing water 
right authorizations in its portfolio authorizing domestic use and by changing some water rights.  
The balance of water for the Project’s public water system demand (about 151 ac-ft/yr) would be 
supplied by CPUD.   
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Table 2.  Mission Ridge Water Rights and Applications 

 
 

Using the water rights shown in Table 2 to supply the Project’s municipal and snowmaking demand 
will require some attributes to be changed to align legal water availability with Project needs.  
Mission Ridge intends to seek several changes to water rights.  Examples of changes to water right 
attributes could include adding a purpose of use, changing the season of use, expanding the place 
of use, and adding wells as authorized points of withdrawal.  In Washington State, potential impacts 
from every proposed water right change are evaluated and mitigated by subjecting the proposal to 
legal tests demonstrating that the change: 

• will not result in enlargement of authorized quantities; 
• will not impair any existing water rights; 
• is not detrimental to the public interest; and 
• will not result in a change of the water source.  

S4-25295C Certificate 
Wenatchee 

Mountain Inc.
5/23/1977

Squilchuck Crk, 
Lake Crk, Unnamed 

Spring
0.45 cfs 11

Commercial 
(snowmaking)

S4-31615P Permit
New Mission, 

LLC
8/25/1993

Squilchuck Crk, 
Lake Crk, Unnamed 

Spring
1.4 / 0.1 348 / 10

Commercial 
(snowmaking)/   

Domestic

CS4-CCVOL3P1030 Change ROE
Mission Ridge 

Mountain 
Corporation

1/8/1993 Lake Crk 0.1 cfs 2/ 2/ 23

Community 
Domestic/      

Irrigation of  1 
acre/Snowmaking

S4-*22348J
Adjudicated 
Certificate 

Landreth 
Brothers and 
Inland Timber 

Co. 

1/1/1901 Stemilt Crk 70.14 -
Domestic, 

Stockwater

S4-*25001JC
Change 

Certificate

Peshastin Forest 
Products 

Corporation
1/1/1870

Unnamed Crk Sect. 
19

0.1 - Irrigation of 5 acres

R4-31616P
Reservoir 

Permit

Mission Ridge 
Mountain 

Corporation
8/25/1993

Squilchuck Crk, 
Lake Crk, Unnamed 

Spring
- 300 ac-ft

Storage for 
Snowmaking

R4-33189 Application
New Mission, 

LLC
5/24/2017

Squilchuck Crk, 
Lake Crk, Unnamed 

Spring
- 300 ac-ft

Storage for 
Snowmaking

Qa         
(ac-ft/yr) PurposeDocument No. 

Document 
Type Name

Priority 
Date Source Qi (cfs)
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Legal availability for water supplied by CPUD is established under existing water rights authorizing 
its Group A community water system.  Extending CPUD water service to Mission Ridge would 
involve expanding CPUD’s water service area.  Under the State’s Municipal Water Law, Group A 
water systems may use their municipal use water rights to serve connections anywhere within an 
approved water service area.   

Expanding artificial snowmaking to within the boundaries of the Project will not result in 
enlargement of existing authorized quantities.   

4.0 Potential Impacts of the Proposed Development and Mitigation 
This section provides a discussion of potential short-term and long-term impacts to water quantity 
and quality resulting from the Project and mitigation.  Potential impacts can be fully mitigated 
through compliance with applicable regulations and standard permitting.  Additional analysis will be 
required to meet project-specific permitting and design requirements for stormwater and 
wastewater facilities.  

4.1 Changes to Landcover 
Changes to landcover from the proposed development will consist of removal of vegetation 
exposing bare soil, replanting vegetation, changes to topography (cut and fill slopes), and increased 
impervious surfaces. With proper mitigation, these changes are not expected to result in decreased 
groundwater recharge, increased erosion, increased runoff, or mobilization of sediments or 
contaminants that could impact water resources.  Proper mitigation will result in developed 
conditions that are expected to be consistent with pre-development conditions.   

Erosion and Sediments 
About one-quarter of Section 19 contains soils classified as having severe erosion hazard. The 
greatest potential for erosion is in areas cleared of vegetation and where bare soils are exposed 
during construction and during the first 1-2 years following land clearing prior to groundcover 
vegetation becoming fully established.  Long-term erosion potential is low for areas where soils are 
fully stabilized following construction.  Potential for onsite erosion and transport of sediments off-
site during all project phases will be mitigated by: 

• Minimizing ground disturbances; 
• Avoiding development on steep slopes; 
• Implementing Best Management Practices (BMPs) outlined Ecology’s Eastern Washington 

Stormwater Management Manual (SMMEW; Ecology, 2019); and 
• Complying with conditions of Ecology’s Construction Stormwater General Permit (CSWGP) 

and Chelan County’s Stormwater Management Code (SMC; Chapter 13.16). 

Runoff and Recharge 
About half of land surface in Section 19 is classified as soil having moderately low to moderately 
high drainage capacities and the balance is classified as rock outcrop having limited drainage 
capacity (NRCS, 2021).   With proper mitigation, impacts to runoff and groundwater recharge 
resulting from replacement of permeable native soils with impervious surfaces including sidewalks, 
rooftops, and roadways are expected to be de minimis.  
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Short-term and long-term runoff impacts will be mitigated by designing and constructing 
stormwater facilities in accordance with the SMMEW and SMC.  These require stormwater volumes 
generated from new impervious surfaces during design storm events to be retained onsite.  Proper 
implementation of flow control BMPs will limit surface water runoff volumes to pre-development 
levels.  Implementation of stormwater infiltration BMPs will minimize impacts to groundwater 
recharge because stormwater runoff will be infiltrated onsite consistent with pre-development 
conditions.  

Stormwater Quality 
Long-term cumulative impacts from trace contaminants have potential to degrade surface water 
and groundwater quality.   Stormwater runoff from new impervious pollution-generating surfaces 
and landscaping has potential to contain trace amounts of contaminants including heavy metals 
(roadways and metal roofs); petroleum hydrocarbons, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, 
pathogens, and road salts (roadways); and phosphorous and nitrogen (runoff from landscaping).   

Potential long-term water quality impacts will be mitigated by implementing stormwater treatment 
BMPs including properly designed and constructed stormwater infiltration facilities in accordance 
with the SMMEW and SMC.   Proper implementation of applicable BMPs will remove target 
pollutants or reduce their concentrations to levels that will not adversely affect public health, 
beneficial uses of surface water and groundwater resources, and will not cause a violation of 
groundwater quality standards.   

Potential short-term impacts to water quality from the Project include an unlikely worst-case 
scenario, such as a spill, that could result in localized release of contaminants into the environment.  
These impacts will be mitigated during all project phases by implementing BMPs in the SMMEW, 
complying with the CSWGP and SMC, and through spill response planning and coordination with 
local emergency management agencies.  

4.2 Water Use 
The projected annual total demand for the Project’s public water system of 241 ac-ft/yr will be 
supplied by a combination of sources located within the Squilchuck basin and outside of the basin 
under Alternative 1.  Only sources located outside of the basin would be used under Alternative 2.  
Because substantial water will be imported, both water supply alternatives will result in increased 
water availability in the Squilchuck basin for instream and out-of-stream uses including irrigation.   

Most projected annual water system demand (about 231 ac-ft/yr) is expected be for indoor use at 
residential and commercial facilities (Table 1).  Ecology has established an indoor consumptive use 
rate of 10 percent (Ecology, 2018).  The balance of 90 percent of indoor water use (about 208 ac-
ft/yr) will be processed as wastewater that will become return flow to the hydrologic system.   

Return flow will consist of groundwater or surface water depending on the wastewater processing 
systems that will be used (see wastewater discussion below).  Most return flow is expected to occur 
within the Squilchuck basin because most of the Project lies within that basin.  A minor portion of 
the Project’s return flow volume could enter the adjacent Stemilt Creek basin if residences planned 
for that area use individual OSSs.   

Assuming up to 90 ac-ft/yr of the Project’s water system demand will be supplied from sources 
located within the Squilchuck basin under water supply Alternative 1, the quantity of water 
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consumptively used (not returned to the Squilchuck basin) will be no more than about 18 ac-ft/yr 
(10 ac-ft for outdoor use + 8 ac-ft for indoor use).   This quantity is equal to a continuous rate of 
about 0.02 cfs.   By comparison, mean annual flow in Squilchuck Creek estimated at 7.5 cfs.   The 
quantity of water that would be consumptively used is within water right authorizations owned by 
Mission Ridge.   

Importing water from outside the Squilchuck basin will negate any consumptive use losses and 
augment natural water supplies.  Supplying the balance of the Project’s water system demand from 
sources located outside of the basin will result in substantial net water gain from return flows.  

Under Alternative 1, CPUD would supply 151 ac-ft/yr (241 ac-ft – 90 ac-ft) for indoor water use 
resulting in water augmentation of about 136 ac-ft/yr (151 ac-ft x 0.90) or an average continuous 
rate of about 0.2 cfs.  If all water for the Project’s water system is supplied by CPUD under 
Alternative 2, water augmentation to the Squilchuck basin would increase to about 208 ac-ft/yr or 
0.3 cfs continuously.   

Mission Ridge is coordinating with CPUD to commission an engineering study to determine the 
feasibility of extending the utility’s water service to the Project and identify needed improvements 
to mitigate any potential impacts to CPUD’s water system.  

Mission Ridge also plans to expand its artificial snowmaking operation to the Project site using 
existing water right authorizations.  Benefits of snowmaking to water supplies in Squilchuck Creek 
are specifically recognized by the WRIA 40A Watershed Plan (Chelan County, 2007a).  Snowmaking 
prolongs the spring freshet period by increasing water storage and increasing quantities of cold 
water infiltrating to groundwater.  These effects benefit aquatic habitat, delay mandatory cuts to 
downstream irrigation rights, delay the need to release cool water from high-elevation reservoirs in 
the Squilchuck basin until later in the season, and result in additional inflow of cool groundwater to 
sustain baseflows during late season low flows.   

4.3 Wastewater 
As mentioned above, the volume of domestic wastewater from indoor residential and commercial 
uses at full buildout is estimated to total about 208 ac-ft/yr or an average rate of about 190,000 
gpd.  There is no existing sanitary sewer utility available to serve the Project.  The preferred method 
of wastewater disposal will be determined through engineering study.   

Alternatives for conveying, storing, treating, and disposing of wastewater include multiple 
individual residential OSSs discharging to groundwater, one or more Large OSS (LOSS) discharging to 
groundwater, and a centralized municipal wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) discharging treated 
effluent to surface water in Squilchuck Creek.   

Contaminants in sewage effluent can include pathogens, nitrate, metals, salts, and other trace 
quantities of toxic materials.  The alternatives listed above for disposing of wastewater from the 
Project are regulated by state agencies and will require permitting.  When properly designed and 
permitted, these wastewater disposal alternatives will conform to Washington State’s water quality 
standards and antidegradation policies for protecting groundwater and surface water under WAC 
173-200 and WAC 173-201A, respectively.   
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Wastewater disposal alternatives involving discharge of effluent to groundwater will require 
permitting through DOH in coordination with Chelan-Douglas Health District (CDHD).  Analysis will 
be required to determine minimum lot size for wastewater disposal alternatives involving multiple 
individual OSSs to avoid loading groundwater with contaminants.  Because the estimated effluent 
rate for the Project exceeds 100,000 gpd, several LOSSs or a combination of a single LOSS and 
multiple individual OSSs would be needed.  

Construction of a WWTP discharging treated effluent to Squilchuck Creek will require a National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit administered by Ecology.  NPDES permits 
are required for all discharges to surface water bodies to set discharge limits for pollutants and 
monitoring and reporting requirements.   

5.0 Consistency with WRIA 40A Watershed Plan 
Review of the WRIA 40A Watershed Plan indicates that the proposed Project would not be in 
conflict with desired future conditions, opportunities, and recommendations identified by the 
Planning Unit.  The Project is expected to result in a substantial increase of water supplied to the 
Squilchuck basin on a continuous basis fulfilling several objectives of the Watershed Plan.   

Examples of consistency between the proposed Project and watershed planning documents 
include: 

• The WRIA 40A Water Quantity Assessment found that much of the water used for domestic 
use returns as groundwater storage and baseflow and that water imported for domestic use 
increases water availability;   

• Watershed Plan Desired Future Condition No. 7 that states “Where feasible, provide 
domestic water from regional water supply to support future domestic and industrial 
development in WRIA 40A”; 

• Watershed Plan Principal Recommendation Opportunity A-6 that states “Enhance 
groundwater recharge and baseflow”;  

• Watershed Plan Principal Recommendation Opportunity A-8 that states “Evaluate the 
feasibility of creating domestic water interties to increase the reliability of the drinking 
water supply”; and 

• Watershed Plan Desired Future Condition No. 5 that states “Evaluate artificial snowmaking 
and reservoir construction at the Mission Ridge Winter Sports Area to determine 
opportunities for enhancing water delivery in terms of timing and flow in the Squilchuck 
Creek watershed.” 

While the Planning Unit did not address water quality, the Project will be properly permitted and 
designed to comply with Washington State’s water quality standards and antidegradation policies 
for protecting groundwater and surface water.   
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Limitations 
Work for this project was performed for Mission Ridge, LLC and this report was prepared consistent 
with recognized standards of professionals in the project vicinity and involving similar conditions, at 
the time the work was performed.  No other warranty, expressed or implied, is made by American 
Land and Water Consulting, LLC.   

We appreciate the opportunity to work with you.  If you have any questions, please contact Bill 
Sullivan at (509) 699-0682 or Bill@AmericanLW.com.  
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