
can be seen from your house or a neighbor’s 

• If machines must be left out for a long

periods of time, disable them by remov-
ing the rotor, distributor or battery.

GURARD YOUR CROPS 

• Store harvested crops in protected and

locked locations.

• Consider marking grain, hay or similar

crops with nontoxic confetti that is eas-
ily removed by storage or processing
facilities.

• Keep a record of your valuable timber.

Mark each with a paint stripe.

• Keep storage areas neat and well organ-

ized so that any theft will be noticed
immediately.  This also warns potential
thieves that the owner is watchful.

Check employees’ references before they 
start and talk about your crime preven-
tion measures. 

HELP YOUR NEIGHBORS 

• Get together with others in the commu-

nity to start Neighborhood or Ranch
Watch group.  Involve all ages and work
with law enforcement.  Recruit from
churches and civic groups.  Use CB ra-
dios or cell phones to patrol and report
suspicious activities to the Sheriff.

• When you go away, stop delivery of your
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mail or newspapers or ask a neighbor to pick them 

up.  You want to create the illusion that someone’s 

home and following everyday routines.  Have 

neighbors check your property and return the favor 

when they leave on business or vacation trips. 

TAKE A STAND!

• Ask equipment dealers and farm suppliers to

display crime prevention information.

• If your school district doesn’t have an alcohol,

drug and crime prevention curriculum in place,

help start one.

• Check out recreational opportunities for teens

- work with schools, 4-H or Future Famers to

fill gaps, both after school and on weekends.

• Educate young people about the hazards of

operating orchard machinery and being around

livestock.  For example, tractors are involved

in 69% of farm machinery deaths and young

people raised on ranches often operate these

machines at an early age

DON’T LET YOUR GUARD DOWN 

Just Because You Live in the Country



MARK  EQU IPMENT 

AND L IVESTOCK  

• Opera t i on  I dent i f i ca t i on  - -

mark i ng  too l s ,  g uns ,  o rcha rd

ladde rs  and  o the r  equ i pment

wi th  a  pe rmanent  i dent i f i ca t i on

number  s uch  a s  you r  d r i v er s  l i -

cense ,  ha s  he lped  reduce  t hef t

i n  many  ru ra l  a rea s .  Con tac t

a rea  law enfo rcement  fo r  add i -

t i ona l  i n fo rma t ion .

• To  he lp  s top  modern  rus t l e r s ,

ta t too  a l l  l i v es tock .  A l t hough

eas i e r ,  ea r  tag s  can  be  re -

moved .   Mark  your  s t ock  soon

a f te r  b i r t h .

• Take  regu la r  count s  o f  l i v es to ck

and  o r cha rd  equ i pment .

PROTECCT  YOUR EQU IPMENT 

• Secure  ga s  pumps ,  g a s  tanks ,

s to ra ge  b i ns  w i t h  s t u rdy  pad -

lo cks  o r  deadbo l t s .  Keep sma l l

equ ipment  - -  l i k e  mowers ,

b i kes ,  snowmobi l es  - -  lo cked  i n

a  ba rn  o r  ga rage .   Keep  guns

lo cked  and  un loaded  i n  a  secu re

p lace  away  f rom ch i l d ren  and

wou ld  be  t h i eves .

• Neve r  l eave  keys  i n  veh i c l es .

• Always  lock  your  v eh i c le s  when

not  i n  us e .  Don ’t  l ea ve  too l s  i n

open  t ruck  box  o r  un secu red

box .

• Don’ t  l eave  ma jo r  equ i pment  i n

the  o r cha rd  o r  f i e ld  ove rn i ght .

Lock  i t  i n  a  ba rn  o r  s hed  near

the  house ,  o r  pa rk  where  i t

Rural communities have their own unique 

crime problems -- like theft of crops, timber, 

livestock, orchard and farm equipment.  Van-

dals do more than break mail boxes, they can 

destroy crops and fields.  Alcohol and drug 

abuse problems plague rural youth as well as 

those in the suburbs and cities.  And of 

course, crimes like burglary , rape, assault 

and auto theft happen in rural areas, but less 

frequently than cities.   

Invest some time and money in prevention 

now.   What’s the payoff?  Better security 

around  your property, less worry about 

crime and your family’s safety. 

Be a good neighbor -- when you’re out and 

about, keep an eye on neighbors’ homes, 

livestock and equipment.  Tell them and the 

sheriff about anything  that makes you un-

easy or suspicious. 

CHECK THE DOORS AND LOCKS 

• Make sure outside doors -- in your

home and outbuildings -- are solid wood

or metal and have a deadbolt lock.

• Use the locks!

• Secure sliding glass doors with commer-

cially available locks or with a wooden

dowel  in the track to jam the door in

case someone attempts to open it.  In-

sert screws in the upper track going

into the fixed frame, to prevent anyone

from lifting the door from its track.

• Secure  doub le -hung  w indows  by

s l i d i ng  a  bo l t  o r  na i l  t h rough  a

ho le  d r i l led  a t  a  downwa rd  ang le

in  each  top  co rne r  o f  t he  i ns i de

sa sh  and  pa r t  way  t h rough  the

out s ide  sa s h .   S ecu re  ba sement

windows  we l l .

Check  t he  out s ide  

• Keep your  house ,  d r i veway  and

outbu i l d i ng s  we l l - l i g hted  a t

n i ght .   Use  t imer s  t ha t  automat i -

ca l l y  t urn  on  out s ide  l i g ht s  when  

i t  g et s  da rk .

• Cons i de r  mot ion  senso r s  t ha t  se t

o f f  l i g ht s  o r  a la rms .

• Prune  back  s h rubbe ry  t ha t  h i des

doo rs ,  w indows ,  l i g h t s  and

wou ld -be  burg l a r s .

• Keep your  f ences  i n  good  repa i r .

Secure  a l l  a cces s  roads  w i t h

ga te s  o r  cab le s  s t r et ched  be -

tween  po s t s  cemented  i n  t he

g round .   Make  t hen  v i s i b l e  w i t h

f lag s  o r  s t r eamers .

• Warn  t h i eves  tha t  you ’ re  on  the

a le r t  w i t h  “No  T respas s i ng ,”  No

Hunt i ng ,”  and  o the r  s i gns  on

you r  p roper ty


