
 
 

Chelan County invites public to comment on transportation needs 

Open house planned for Nov. 30 at CTC 
 

What will Chelan County’s transportation system look like in 20 years? 

 

Chelan County officials are putting that vision together now. The Transportation Element, an 

important piece of the county’s Comprehensive Plan update that will be adopted in June 

2017, provides a 20-year vision for the county’s transportation system. It includes how the 

county will invest through 2037 in the maintenance and upgrading of its roads, bridges and 

trails. 

 

The public is invited to make comments on the Transportation Element at an upcoming 

open house, to be held 4 to 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 30, in the Methow-Teanaway 

River rooms of the Confluence Technology Center in Wenatchee. 

 

At the open house, county officials will share the scope of the Transportation Element as 

well as a recommended list of projects. Participants will be able to give their input on 

whether the proposed investments and projects meet the county’s most pressing needs. 

 

“We are a county that’s heavily reliant on its roadways and bridges,” said Eric Pierson, the 

director/county engineer of Chelan County Public Works. “Our agricultural-based economy 

relies on our roads to get its products to port, and thousands of tourists from around the 

country travel our roads every year. Well-maintained, safe roadways are also vital to our 

local way of living. So we encourage people to attend the open house to learn more about, 

and give input into, the future transportation needs of Chelan County.”  

 

Under the Transportation Element, the county’s overall vision is to provide a safe, balanced 

and efficient multimodal transportation system that serves anticipated growth. Below are six 

key goals that support this overarching vision and guided the evaluation of potential future 

projects list: 

1. Maintain What We Have – Maintain existing transportation facilities in a 
state-of-good-repair to ensure their continued function, which is critical to 
achieving all of the county’s mobility goals. 

2. Provide a Safe System – Create a transportation network that can be shared 
safely by all users and provides sufficient access for emergency response. 
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3. Ensure Financial Viability – Plan for a system that is financially viable, 
including consideration of full lifecycle costs in infrastructure investments and 
leveraging outside funds (including grants and private dollars) wherever 
possible to maximize community benefits. 

4. Support Land Use – Provide a transportation system that works hand-in-
hand with existing and planned land uses, supports farm-to-market and 
recreational tourism needs, and balances economic development with 
existing users.  

5. Environmental Stewardship – Avoid and minimize negative environmental 
and societal impacts from the transportation system and enhance the natural 
and social environment when possible. 

6. Be an Active Partner– Coordinate with a broad range of groups (including 
local, state, and regional agencies, key stakeholders, businesses and the 
public) to develop and operate the transportation system.  

People who are unable to attend the open house can get more information at 

www.co.chelan.wa.us/public-works/pages/transportation-element-update. Or send your 

comments to jill.fitzsimmons@co.chelan.wa.us. 
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