
SEPA is the abbreviation or acronym for the State Environm e ntal Policy Act, Chapter 43.21C RCW . Enacte d in 1971, it provid e s the fram e work for age nc ie s to c onsid e r
the e nvironm e ntal c onse q ue nc e s of a proposal be fore taking action. It also gives age nc ie s the ability to c ond ition or d e ny a proposal due to id e ntifie d like ly significant

adverse im pacts. The Act is im ple m e nte d through the SEPA Rules, Chapter 197-11 W AC.

When is SEPA environmental review required?
Environm e ntal revie w is re q uire d for any proposal whic h involves a governm e nt
"action," as d e fine d in the SEPA Rules (W AC 197-11-704), and is not cate gorically
e xe m pt (W AC 197-11-800 through 890). Non-proje ct actions involve d e c isions on
polic ie s, plans, or programs, suc h as the ad option of a c om pre he nsive plan or

d e ve lopm e nt re gulations, or a transportation plan.
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Who is responsible for doing SEPA environmental review?
Usually, one age ncy is id e ntifie d as the "lead age ncy" und e r the SEPA Rules W AC
197-11-924 to 938, and is responsible for c onducting the e nvironm e ntal revie w for
a proposal and d ocum e nting that revie w in the appropriate SEPA d ocum e nts (DNS,
DS/EIS, ad option, ad d e ndum). Two or m ore age nc ie s may share lead age ncy status
by agre e m e nt, but a single e nvironm e ntal analysis would be c onducte d and all SEPA
d ocum e ntation is issue d jointly. For the Ic ic le  Strate gy, Che lan County and the

De partm e nt of Ec ology are share lead age ncy status.

What is an EIS?
An e nvironm e ntal im pact state m e nt must be pre pare d whe n the lead age nc ie s

d e term ine a proposal is like ly to have significant adverse e nvironm e ntal im pacts. The
EIS provid es an im partial d iscussion of significant e nvironm e ntal im pacts, reasonable
alternatives, and m itigation m easures that would avoid or m inim ize  adverse im pacts.
The lead age nc ie s will issue a draft EIS with a 30-day c om m e nt period to allow other

age nc ie s, tribes, and the public an opportunity to c om m e nt

What is "Scoping"?
If the lead age ncy issues a d eterm ination of significanc e , the first ste p in the proc e ss
is to d eterm ine the "sc ope" of the EIS—those issues and alternatives that ne e d to be
evaluate d. The sc oping proc e ss allows the public and other age nc ie s to c om m e nt on
the sc ope  of the EIS and assist the lead age ncy in id e ntifying issues and c onc e rns.
The lead age ncy can e ither use a standard sc oping notic e  with a writte n c om m e nt
period, or they can use e xpand e d sc oping that m ight inc lud e  public m e e tings,
surveys, and other m ethods to involve the public in the sc oping proc ess.

How can I get Involved?
You can help shape the EIS by providing comments and feedback. Comments

about the scope of the environmental review can be made here or sent to either
lead agency:

Che lan County Natural Resourc es De partm e nt
Atte ntion: M ike Kaputa, Dire ctor
411 W ashington Stre et, Suite 201
W e natc he e , W A 98801

M ike.Kaputa@CO.CHELAN.W A.US
De partm e nt of Ec ology Offic e  of Columbia River

Atte ntion: Thomas Tebb
1250 W est Ald e r Stre et
Union Gap, W A 98903
thomas.tebb@e cy.wa.gov

To revie w the Ic ic le  Strate gy te c hnical library please visit:
http://www.c o.c he lan.wa.us/natural-resourc es

What is NEPA?
NEPA is an acronym for the National Environm e ntal Policy Act. NEPA re q uires

fe d e ral age nc ie s to assess the e nvironm e ntal e ffe cts of the ir propose d actions prior
to making d e c isions.

What is the difference between NEPA and SEPA?
NEPA is re q uire d for action propose d at the fe d e ral governm e nt leve l, while SEPA is
re q uire d for action at the state and local governm e nt leve l. However, both SEPA and

NEPA se e k to id e ntify and c onsid e r e nvironm e ntal im pacts prior.
Will NEPA be required for any projects proposed under the Icicle Strategy?
Y e s. All propose d proje cts that will re q uire fe d e ral action, suc h as fund ing or

perm its, will re q uire NEPA revie w. All NEPA re q uire m e nts will be id e ntifie d during the
d e ve lopm e nt of the Program matic EIS c om ple te d und e r SEPA.

The following table id e ntifies som e fe d e ral actions in ad d ition to fund ing that c ould
trigger NEPA.
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Summary of Icicle Workgroup Decisionmaking Process

What is the Timeline for environmental review?

PROJECTS OWNERSHIP OPERATIONS PERMITTING
Conse rvation
Expand Groundwate r Supplie s at LNFH Bure au of Re clamation US Fish & Wildlife US Fish & Wildlife
Re us e  Pilot Evaluation at LNFH Bure au of Re clamation US Fish & Wildlife US Fish & Wildlife
IPID Pump Exchange US Fish & Wildlife
LNFH Pump Exchange Bure au of Re clamation US Fish & Wildlife US Fish & Wildlife
COIC Pump Exchange US Fish & Wildlife
Alpine  Lake s Optimization Bure au of Re clamation US Fish & Wildlife US Fish & Wildlife

US Fore st Se rvice
Eight-Mile  Lake  Re storation US Fish & Wildlife

Eight-Mile   -Ne w Storage US Fish & Wildlife
US Fore st Se rvice

Klonaqua–Ne w Storage US Fish & Wildlife
US Fore st Se rvice

Wate r Marke ts
LNFH Structure  2 Modifications Bure au of Re clamation US Fish & Wildlife US Fish & Wildlife
LNFH Structure  5 Modifications Bure au of Re clamation US Fish & Wildlife US Fish & Wildlife
LNFH/COIC Intake /Fish Scre e n Bure au of Re clamation US Fish & Wildlife US Fish & Wildlife
IPID Fish Scre e n US Fish & Wildlife
Habitat Improve me nt US Fish & Wildlife
Tribal Fishe ry Enhance me nt US Fish & Wildlife


