


CHUMSTICK CREEK 
COMMUNITY MEETING 

• Welcome and Introductions 
• Background on Watershed Planning and 

Salmon Recovery Planning 
• Implementation Priorities 
• Completed and Ongoing Projects 
• Future Efforts and Opportunities 

 



Watershed Planning 
Wenatchee River Watershed 

• Planning Process began in 1999 under 
RCW 90.82 

• Plan Approved in 2006 by local stakeholder 
group 

• All 4 Elements Included: Water Quantity, 
Instream Flows, Water Quality and Habitat 

 



Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) 

• Upper Columbia spring Chinook – 1999 
endangered 

• Upper Columbia steelhead – 1997 
endangered, re-classified as threatened 

• Bull Trout - threatened 



ESA Efforts 
• Development of federal recovery plans 
• NOAA-Fisheries and US Fish and Wildlife 

Service 
• Watershed Planning Units/Watershed 

Action Teams 
• Upper Columbia Salmon Recovery Board 



Implementation 
• Meetings, coordination, partners 
• Funding mechanisms 
• Focus on restoring natural processes in high 

priority areas. 
 



Wenatchee River Basin Salmon Restoration 
Priorities 

Assessment Unit Priority 

Nason Creek 1 

Upper Wenatchee River 2 

Icicle Creek 3 

Peshastin Creek 4 

Lower Wenatchee River 5 

Mission Creek 6 

Little Wenatchee River Not a priority at this time 

White River Not a priority at this time 

Middle Wenatchee River Not a priority at this time 

Chumstick Creek Not a priority at this time 

Chiwawa River Not a priority at this time 



Wenatchee River Basin Salmon Protection 
Priorities 

Assessment Unit Priority 

Nason Creek 1 

White River 1 

Upper Wenatchee River 1 

Chiwawa River 1 

Little Wenatchee River 2 

Middle Wenatchee River 2 

Icicle Creek 3 

Lower Wenatchee River 3 

Peshastin Creek 4 

Mission Creek 4 

Chumstick Creek 4 



Chumstick Creek 
Recommended Strategy 

• Address fecal coliform and temperature issues 

• Increase water availability for instream and out-of-
stream uses; Implement instream flow rule 

• Riparian restoration – plant native streamside 
vegetation/remove noxious weeds/livestock 
exclusion fencing 

• Address Increased Sediment Loads 

• Restore passage with culvert improvements 

 
 



Wenatchee River 
Instream Flow Rule 

• Balances community needs and fish needs 

• Established 4 cfs reservation 

• Provides reliable year-round domestic water for 
20 years 



Chumstick Creek 
Instream Flow Rule 

 Interim Reservation of 0.043 cfs for domestic water 
use for three years (begins in 2008) 
• 2008-14 Debit: 50 new wells = 0.0293 cfs (68% of interim 

reserve) 

• 0.0137 cfs remaining in interim reserve 

 Instream Flow Improvements are needed to access 
full reservation of 0.13 cfs 



How do we increase instream flow? 

• Conservation and Efficiencies 

• Water purchased for Water Trust 

• Establish a Water Bank 

• Improve Stream Conditions 

• Creative water solutions 

 



Completed Culvert Replacements and 
Monitoring Results 



Chumstick Barrier 
Removals 

Approx 6 barriers prior 
to 2009 
 
17 barriers (2009) 
 
1 barrier at RM 6.91 
(2010) 
 
3 barriers at RM 7.8 
(2011) 
 
3 barriers at RM 8.23-
8.59 (2012)  
 
1 barrier at RM 7.09 
(2013) 
 
25+ TOTAL  



Chumstick Complete Barrier Removals Shiebler RM 7.8-8.0 

Cahail RM 5.7 



Adult Salmonid Chumstick Array Counts 

Estimates are that detections represent approx. 10% of the actual run. 

Species 
 

North 
Road 
2013   

(RM 0.28) 

North 
Road 
2014   

(RM 0.28) 

North 
Road 
2015   

(RM 0.28) 

North 
Road 
2016   

(RM 0.28) 

Sunitch 
2013   

(RM 5.3) 

Sunitch 
2014 Sunitch 

2015   
(RM 5.3) 

Sunitch 
2016   

(RM 5.3) 

Merry 
2013   

(RM 8.8) 

Merry  
Merry 
2015   

(RM 8.8) 

Merry 
2016   

(RM 8.8) (RM 5.3) 2014 

  (RM 8.8) 

Wild Summer 
Steelhead 14 20 12 22 2       1       

Hatchery Summer 
Steelhead 17 20 19 16                 

Hatchery Coho 4 14 9 0                 

Wild Spring Chinook 2 1 1 2                 

Hatchery Spring 
Chinook 4 1 3 3                 

Total 41 56 44 43 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 
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Completed Riparian Planting 
Projects (CCNRD) 

• Culvert replacements included re-planting 
disturbed areas with additional plantings at 
some sites 

• 8 sites planted since 2012 totaling 6.5 acres 
(283,000 square feet) of stream 

• 910 ft. of livestock exclusion fencing installed 

 



Cahail Riparian year 3 = 85% shrub cover 

Spring 2011 

Summer 2013 

Summer 2012 

Summer 2013 

Shrub cover ranged from 35-144% 



2015-16  
Riparian Planting 

• Site of 2011 
barrier 
removal 
 

• Recent work 
connects 
“islands” and 
extends 
downstream 



Scheibler Planting on Chumstick 

• CCNRD Staff and WCC crews spent 2 
weeks of site prep: mowing and Reed 
Canary Grass rhizome scalping 

• Installed 2,200 plants over 2 acres in 3 
weeks (2015) 

• Additional mowing, cardboard protection, 
and individual plant mulch (Spring 2016) 



Ongoing and Future Efforts 
• Eagle Creek Fish Barrier Assessment 

• Upper Wenatchee Community Lands Plan 
Update (www.cdlandtrust.org) 

• Firewise and Chumstick Wildfire Stewardship 
Coalition Update  

• Riparian Planting (native streamside vegetation) 

• Address Water Quantity Issues 

• Address Fecal Coliform Issues 

 
 



 



 
22 potential barriers have been identified 

from aerial imagery. 
 
 

CCNRD will be contacting land owners 
seeking permission to access property. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Barrier determination is a step-wise 
process of data collection and analysis. 
 
 

These are the first steps of a longer 
process to secure the funds necessary to 
remove barriers. 
 
 
 
 
 



BEFORE    AFTER 



BEFORE AFTER 



BEFORE AFTER 



Upper Wenatchee Community 
Lands Plan 



Cascadia Conservation District 
www.cascadiacd.org/ Look under programs for 
information on landowner assistance and wildfire 
preparedness. 
 
Firewise Communities: www.firewise.org 
 
Chumstick Wildfire Stewardship Coalition 
www.chumstickcoalition.org/  

http://www.cascadiacd.org/
http://www.chumstickcoalition.org/
http://www.chumstickcoalition.org/
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